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EXHIBITION PROGRAMMING YEAR 2014-2015 


Exhibition Title: WORLD OF MATTER: EXPOSING RESOURCE ECOLOGIES 

Organized by: Krista Lynes and Michèle Thériault 

Artists: Mabe Bethônico, Ursula Biemann + Paulo Tavares, Frauke Huber + Uwe H. Martin, 
Peter Môrtenbôck + Helge Mooshammer, Judy Price, Lonnie van Brummelen + Siebren de Haan 
Exhibition Dates: February 20 — April 18, 2015 

Opening: Friday, April 20, 2015. 6:00 — 8:00 pm 


Installation view. Photo: Paul Litherland. 
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EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION (Text taken from press release) 


Exposing Resource Ecologies brings together seven works produced by World of Matter, an 
international art and media project investigating primary materials and the complex ecologies in 
which they are embedded. Initiated by an interdisciplinary group of visual practitioners and 
theorists, World of Matter responds to the urgent need for new forms of representation that shift 
resource-related debates from a market driven domain to open platforms for engaged public 
discourse. Ten collaborators have developed visual projects that are the result of long-term 
investigative fieldwork of the interconnected extractive ecologies at play in particular sites around 
the world, as well as their multifaceted impact on human and non-human lives and systems. 
Videos, interviews, testimonies and narratives, documents, maps and texts are configured as 
installations in the gallery space and form a complex interaction of critical documentary analysis 
and speculations addressing our relationship to (and definitions of) nature. 


Symposium 

February 20 — 21 

World of Matter: Extractive Ecologies and Unceded Terrains 

This symposium asks how the fields of contemporary art and media studies, indigenous studies 
and resistance movements, critical environmental studies, new ethnography and science and 
technology studies might bring into focus the globalizing dynamics of extractive ecologies. It 
seeks to build substantive discursive grounds for resisting incursions into sovereign land, denials 
of the rights of nature, and the persistent dispossession of indigenous and First Nation peoples. 


Installation view. Photo: Paul Litherland. 
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS / SPECIAL EVENTS 


Activities were organized in conjunction with the exhibition. 


"A talk by artist Ursula Biemann, including a screening of her work Black Sea Files and a 
conversation between the artist and Emily Scott. February 19, 2015, 5:30 pm. Free. 
Maxwell Cummings Auditorium, Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. 

" _ Screening of White Oil by Judy Price (in Arabic with English subtitles). Maxwell 
Cummings Auditorium, Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. February 19, 2015, 7:00 pm. Free. 

"Symposium. World of Matter: Extractive Ecologies and Unceded Terrains. Co-organized 
by Krista Lynes (Canada Research Chair in Feminist Media Studies, Associate Professor 
in Communication Studies, Concordia University) and Darin Barney (Canada Research 
Chair in Technology & Citizenship, Associate Professor in Communication Studies, 
McGill University). February 20-21, 2015. 

“À talk by Caroline Desbiens titled: Power from the North: culture, colonialism and the 
landscape of hydroelectricity in Quebec. March 12, 2015. 6 pm. 

" _ Screening of Down the Mighty River (2010), Ernest Webb and Lisa M. Roth. A six-part 
documentary series about the Rupert River. 132 minutes, Cree and English. J.A. de Sève 
Cinema. March 15, 2015. 3 pm. 

" A talk by Joshua Iserhoff, Youth Grand Chief of the Cree Nation Youth Council. On 
November 23, 2014, a group of 20 Cree youths embarked on a 3-week, 850-kilometre 
walk from Mistissini to Montréal, protesting against uranium exploration and mining in 
northern Québec. Joshua Iserhoff, Youth Grand Chief of the Cree Nation Youth Council, 
participated in this walk and joins us to talk about his community and uranium mining. 
March 21, 3 pm. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Ways of Thinking / Pistes des reflexions booklets were produced for this exhibition, on-line 
versions were available via the Gallery’'s website: 
http://ellengallery.concordia.ca/en/reflexion_worldofmatter.php 


PRESS REVIEW 


Jérôme Delgado, “Le sceau politique”, Le Devoir, January 17, 2015 
http://www.ledevoir.com/culture/arts-visuels/429055/le-sceau-politique 


Lisa Sproull, “Art this week”, CULT #MTL, February 18, 2015 
http://cultmontreal.com/2015/02/art-this-week-21/ 


CULT #MTL, To do list, February 20, 2015 
http://cultmontreal.com/2015/02/friday-feb-20/ 


Marie-Ëve Charron, “Matières premieres, matière grise”, Le Devoir, February 28, 2015 
http//www.ledevoir.com/culture/arts-visuels/433017/matieres-premieres-matiere-grise 


Éric Clément, Agenda culturel, La Presse +, 6 avril 2015 


Vanessa Gravenor, “Reversing Information Flows: Forest Law and Deep Weather: Profile of the 
artist // Ursula Biemann”, THE SEEN, Chicago's International Online Journal of Contemporary & 
Modern Art, April 27, 2015. 
http://theseenjournal.org/art-seen-international/profile-artist-ursula-biemann/ 
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ATTENDANCE: 40 days 
Total Exhibition Attendance: : 1202 


Total exhibition attendance (excluding events): 803 


* This exhibition had several tours booked with Marina Polosa, Education & Public Program 
Coordinator (See Education Final Report). 


DOCUMENTATION 


Digital images by Paul Litherland/Studio Lux. © Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery, Concordia 
University, Montreal. 


Mabe Bethônico. Mineral Practices, 2012. Multimedia installation. Video, colour, 15 min. 30 sec. 
44 books, 4 posters, 2 printed handouts (Anselm Jappe and Mabe Bethônico), printed reports. 


Mabe Bethônico. Closer than Cafundé, 2015. Slideshow video with narration, 14 min. 50 sec. 


Ursula Biemann + Paulo Tavares. Forest Law, 2014. Two-channel video projection, sound, 42 
min. Table with textual and photographic documents, maps, books, soil samples, and videos. 
Commissioned by the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, Michigan 


Frauke Huber + Uwe H. Martin. Landrush, 2011-2014. Reportage on two iPads. 


Uwe H. Martin. White Gold, 2007-2014. Multi-channel video installation 3 video projections, 
various durations: Texas Blues-Burkina Dream | Frontier Land | Killing Seeds - Dying Sea. 4 
videos on LCD screens, various durations: Texas Blues Burkina Dream Frontier Land | Killing 
Seeds. 


Peter Môrtenbôck + Helge Mooshammer. À World of Matter, 2014. Dymaxion map on adhesive 
vinyl. Textual and photographic documents, video (19 min. 41 sec.) 


Judy Price. White Oil, 2014. Single-channel video on LCD screen. Colour, sound, 65 min. Arabic 
with English subtitles. Colour photograph. 


Lonnie van Brummelen + Siebren de Haan in collaboration with the fishing community of Urk 
(Netherlands). Episode of the Sea, 2014. Single channel video projection. Black-and-white. 35 
mm film transfered to video, 63 min. 
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LIST OF WORKS + DOCUMENTATION 


Photo: Paul Litherland. 


Mabe Bethônico. Mineral Practices, 2012. Multimedia installation. Video, colour, 15 min. 30 sec. 44 books, 4 posters, 2 
printed handouts (Anselm Jappe and Mabe Bethônico), printed reports. 
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Ursula Biemann + Paulo Tavares. Forest Law, 2014. Two-channel video projection, sound, 42 min. Table with textual and 
photographic documents, maps, books, soil samples, and videos. Commissioned by the Eli and Edythe Broad Art 
Museum, Michigan. 
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Photo: Paul Litherland. 


Frauke Huber + Uwe H. Martin. Landrush, 2011-2014. Reportage on two iPads. 


Photo: Paul Litherland. 


Uwe H. Martin. White Gold, 2007-2014. Multi-channel video installation 3 video projections, various durations: Texas 
Blues-Burkina Dream | Frontier Land | Killing Seeds - Dying Sea. 4 videos on LCD screens, various durations: Texas 
Blues Burkina Dream Frontier Land | Killing Seeds. 


Photo: Paul Litherland. 


Peter Môrtenbôck + Helge Mooshammer. À World of Matter, 2014. Dymaxion map on adhesive vinyl. Textual and 
photographic documents, video (19 min. 41 sec.) 
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Photo: Paul Litherland. 


Judy Price. White Oil, 2014. Single-channel video on LCD screen. Colour, sound, 65 min. Arabic with English subtitles. 
Colour photograph. 


Photo: Paul Litherland. 


Lonnie van Brummelen + Siebren de Haan in collaboration with the fishing community of Urk (Netherlands). Episode of 
the Sea, 2014. Single channel video projection. Black-and-white. 35 mm film transfered to video, 63 min. 


